Drug resistance : the clinical perspective.
There are very few tumor types in which the use of chemotherapy can bring about prolonged survival, and possibly cure, for individual patients. The most common reason for this is the development of drug resistance within tumor cells. The laboratory study of resistance to anticancer drugs has resulted in the discovery of numerous mechanisms present within tumor cells that act to reduce their cytotoxic effects. However, the failure to translate this basic laboratory research into improved clinical outcome for patients remains one of the most pressing problems in contemporary cancer research.